
Mary Margaret McBride's Rebellion 

at Being Typed Opened a New World 

of Adventure and Travel to Her 

Invisible Audience of the Airwaves 

/ 
/CHARM -that indefinable some- 

thing. If you have it, you need 
nothing else; if you don't have 

it, it doesn't much matter what else 
you have." That best describes radio's 
gift to the noonday world. Mary Mar- 
garet McBride! Each day at one o'clock 
EWT countless persons settle them- 
selves in a quiet corner to have their 
"Lady Aladdin" bring to them the 
modern wonders of the world over the 
ether waves. 

Pretty, pink -checked Mary Marga- 
ret, as everyone in the NBC building 
calls her, is a plump, jovial woman, 
whose sparkling spontaneity has 
brought her those millions of loyal lis- 
teners. Her program, famous for its 
informality, has been achieved sticking 
to her "stock in trade," newspaper 
work. No rehearsals, no script, she 
keeps an extemporaneous bubbling 
tempo day after day. So rare is she in 
quality, and so unusual in treatment of 
her radio public, that the University of 
Missouri presented her with an award 
for Distinguished Service to Journal- 
ism -for preserving newspaper tradi- 
tions in radio. 

Mary Margaret has no act -she is 
completely natural. She gestures with 
her hands and uses them to show how 
big or how small something might be. 
Only television really could bring this 
sparkling .woman completely to her 
audience. She's as individual as the 
manner in which she carne to be on 
the air. Trying to recover from the 
depression's grasp, Mary Margaret ac- 
cepted an offer to be auditioned along 
with forty other writers for a sus- 
tained program. Her unusual voice and 
manner of speech attracted the studio 
executives and they decided to try a 
-new type of program. She was en- 
gaged to play the role of an elderly 
type of doting person. She wouldn't 
broadcast under her own name, because 
at the time she was woman's editor of 
a newspaper syndicate. She was afraid 
radio work might interfere with her 
career as a writer. After deliberation, 
the studio gave her the name of Martha 
Deane. Martha for the Biblical char- 
acter who sees and talks about every- 
thing, and Deane for baseball's re- 
markable "Dizzy," who at that time 
was hurling his famous curves. 

After the fourth program of telling 
the radio public anecdotes and trivia 
about her children and grandchildren, 
she rebelled and. in a dramatic and 
memorable moment, greeted her invisi- 
ble audience with, "Stand by and lis- 
ten, all of you! I have no children and 
no grandchildren! I am killing off 
this bogus family they have given me. 
Instead, I am going to tell you about 
the places I have seen and the people 
I have talked to. I'll probably be fired 
before the next broadcast, so if you 
don't hear me again you'll know why." 

The control -room went into a buzz, 
ntic signals to Martha Deane went 
heeded, studio personnel mopped 

lfbeir brows, but on and on she went 
ing about interviews and celebrities. 
tore the studio got around to its own 

of court -martial, letters were 
in and, amazingly, most of 

from men. Husbands wrote from 

near and far telling the. studio how 
wonderful it was for their wives to 
have new conversation. What a wel- 
come change from the usual reports of 
troubled children and household woes. 
Adventure, travel, listening to the 
great and near great had brought her 
listeners a new world. 

When Miss McBride changed net - 
works in 1940 she began using her own 
name. Mary Margaret McBride. Six 
years ago. when she went to Europe on 
the airship Hindenburg. thousands of 
her followers called the studio often 
and frantically until ber safe arrival 
was announced. 

Vincent Connelly has been Mary 
Margaret's announcer for eight years, 
and he is her perfect partner for bal- 
ance. He listens to her experiences and 
genially reminds her what they are on 
the air for when she lets her enthu- 
siasm forget the clock or her sponsors. 

Almost every Mary Margaret fan 
knows she is a product of the Middle 
West. Born on a farm near Paris, Mis- 
souri, she was taught Latin and Greek 
by her grandfather, a Baptist minister. 
She went to William Woods College, 
an institution endowed and named by 
her aunt. After a year her aunt laid 
before her a plan for educating her 
for the position of dean. But Mary had 
other plans. She told her aunt about 
the journalistic career she had dreamed 
of. Disappointed and unhappy, Mrs. 
Woods withdrew her support, and 

Mary worked her way through the re- 
maining college years. When she grad- 
uated she took a job on a Cleveland 
newspaper but before long found her- 
self in New York. 

Her unusual brightness soon drew 
big assignments for her. She had an 
unusual knack of meeting people and 
getting them to talk about themselves. 
Soon she was meeting all the celebri- 
ties visiting this country. Her maga- 
zine writing was beginning to reap 
large rewards and before long she was 
devoting all of her time to those fields. 

Miss McBride went to Europe some 
years ago to interview royal person- 
ages. She made her headquarters in 
Rome, and often at dinner several ex- 
kings and crown princes would be 
seated at her table. She did a story 
called "The Greek Royal Family." 
Prince Christopher of Greece was her 
collaborator. She also wrote "Paris Is 
a Woman's Town" and "London Is a 
Man's Town." Her book "Beer and 
Skittles" was a German story. 

Mary Margaret had her mother with 
her on these trips. She always delights 
in telling her friends how this charm- 
ing, devout little lady, who never be- 
fore had left her native state, was quite 
unimpressed by all the celebrities and 
the places she visited. 

Hollywood has not seen much of 
Mary Margaret. She did go out and 
write pulp -paper biographies of all the 
famous stars. Millions of copies of 
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THE MARY MARGARET McBRIDE 
ROSE, the "All- American Winner for 
1943," was named after NBC's "Col- 
umnist of the Air." Only two other wo- 
men have been so honored. They were 
the late Amelia Earhart and Pearl Buck 

these were sold. Her latest book, 
"America For Me." contains much 
about her methods and experiences as 
an interviewer. 

Enormously sentimental. she cuddles 
her various tributes close to her heart. 
Shyly she admits that when the Gov- 
ernment asked for waste paper she 
went to the storage -house and turned 
over three million fan letters that she 
had been saving. But it's Stella Kam, 
her lifelong friend and business man- 
ager, who reveals the honorary awards 
that have beeit paid Miss McBride. 
MOVIE -RADIO GUIDE presented Mary 
Margaret with a bronze award and is- 
sued a special edition in her honor. 
Her statuette is among her most valued 
possessions. Tears come to her eyes as 
she recalls the emotion she felt when 
this magazine considered her "Lady 
number one of the air." 

Governor Lloyd Stark of Missouri 
proclaimed November 22 "Mary Mar- 
garet McBride Day." It was the first 
time a day was named for any living 
person. This honor was bestowed upon 
her for writing her favorite book, 
"How Dear to My Heart." With loving 
hands she wrote the story of life on 
the Missouri prairies and her child- 
hood memories. 

Her radio listeners were delighted 
but not surprised when the flower 
voted All- American Winner for 1943 
by the All- American Rose Council was 
named "Mary Margaret McBride." 

Mary Margaret McBride may be 
heard Monday through Friday over 
WEAF at 1:00 p.m. EWT. 
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